16                            STUDIES   IN   SHAHNAMEH

(a )  STABS

Tne mention of the Stars and the firmaments
in Firdausi's scheme of cosmogony is particularly
important on account of the belief that human destiny
depended upon them. Thus Firdausi emphasises
that it is the rapidly-moving Firmament which gives
rise to new and wondrous events ; he adds that the-
seven (planets ?) became lords over the twelve (con*
stellafcions) and each one of these took up its exact
position :
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It is of particular interest to explain the latter
line in the light  of two  separate passages in the
Dina-i Mainog-i Kliirad. According to the account
given in  that work, chapter 8, sections 17-20, the
" seven " mentioned by Firdausi refers to the seven
planets. We are told that " every good and the reverse
which    happen    to   mankind  happen   through   the-
seven planets and the twelve   constellations.    And
those twelve constellations are such as in revelation
are the twelve chieftains on the side of Auharmazd
...... Those seven planets pervert every creature and,
creation and deliver them up to death and every evil."
This paragraph of the Pahlavi work mentions the
"twelve" (constellations) and the " seven " (planets)
bat makes the " twelve " Hie chieftains as they over-
rule the evil influence of the " seven " planets,
But there is another passage of the Mainog-i-